University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
SourceMex

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

6-22-1994

Chiapas Peace Commissioner Resigns
Carlos Navarro

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex
Recommended Citation
Navarro, Carlos. "Chiapas Peace Commissioner Resigns." (1994). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex/3231

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in SourceMex by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56695
ISSN: 1054-8890

Chiapas Peace Commissioner Resigns
by Carlos Navarro
Category/Department: Mexico
Published: 1994-06-22
On June 17, Manuel Camacho Solis resigned as President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's Peace
Commissioner in Chiapas, creating further uncertainty for the Aug. 21 presidential election. On the
same day as Camacho's announcement, Roman Catholic Bishop Samuel Ruiz of San Cristobal de
las Casas also resigned as mediator between the rebels and the government, leaving the Salinas
administration without its two principal liaisons to the Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN).
President Salinas named a Mexico City official, Francisco Hernandez Llamas, and Chiapas interim
Governor Javier Lopez Moreno, to assume Camacho's role. However, the appointments are seen as
only cosmetic, since the resignations of Camacho and Ruiz are expected to place further discussions
between the government and the EZLN on hold until after the presidential election.
In explaining his decision, Camacho charged that undue criticism from Ernesto Zedillo, the
presidential candidate of the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), had complicated his
efforts to bring peace to Chiapas. "At the very moment in which we had achieved...a consolidated
truce in Chiapas, a vote of censure has been expressed with regard to my work, and every resource
has been used to broadcast it," Camacho said in reference to comments made by Zedillo during his
campaign.
Camacho also hinted that a government run by the PRI was not capable of reaching a lasting peace
agreement with the EZLN in Chiapas. "Given the current makeup of the Mexican political system,
the possibility of coordinating the efforts that are needed in this new stage has been closed off,"
he said. In fact, Camacho announced his resignation only days after indigenous groups in Chiapas
overwhelmingly rejected a proposed peace agreement reached earlier this year between EZLN
representatives and Camacho (SourceMex, June 15, 1994)
For his part, Zedillo told an interviewer on the radio network Monitor that he could not understand
how his statements had any bearing on Camacho's decision. "It wasn't us who created excessively
optimistic expectations regarding the resolution of the conflict, expectations that were let down last
Sunday [after the EZLN rejection]," Zedillo said.

Camacho denies rumored presidential run
Not surprisingly, after Camacho's resignation, rumors abounded that he would immediately seek
to become a candidate in the presidential elections. But Camacho made a concerted effort to dispel
such rumors, emphasizing that he will stay out of politics until at least the end of Salinas's term
in December. Still, Camacho will likely continue to be an important political voice in Mexico.
"Camacho will not disappear from politics," said political commentator Sergio Sarmiento.
"Beginning in December we are going to see the resurgence of Manuel Camacho."
Indeed, Camacho recently joined a group of independent intellectuals and politicians who are
seeking to push for greater democracy and to promote stability after the Aug. 21 elections. Some
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political analysts believe that Camacho may use the group as a launching pad to present himself as
a "consensus president" if none of the existing candidates wins a majority on Aug. 21 and instability
ensues.
Some PRI leaders also remain concerned that Camacho supporters within the party will still not
vote for Zedillo, either abstaining from the election or voting for an opposition candidate. According
to recent public opinion polls, Zedillo is facing a tight race against National Action Party (PAN)
candidate Diego Fernandez de Cevallos. In addition, Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) candidate
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, although not gaining much in the polls, has retained a strong core of
support and remains an attractive alternative for some Camacho supporters, who were disappointed
that their candidate was passed over when Luis Donaldo Colosio was chosen as PRI candidate late
in 1993.
Colosio, who was assassinated in Tijuana in March, was replaced by Zedillo. Meantime, the rejection
of the Chiapas peace agreement, followed by Camacho's resignation, were the latest in a series of
political developments that have had a negative impact on the Mexican Stock Exchange (BMV). The
BMV's main stock index (Indice de Precios y Cotizaciones, IPC) declined 94 points on June 13, the
first trading day after the EZLN announced that indigenous communities in Chiapas had rejected
the peace plan. According to market analysts, 80 of the 101 issues listed on the exchange registered
declines that day, while only four posted gains and the other 17 finished unchanged. Declines were
also reported that day in Mexican issues listed in the New York Stock Exchange.
"It's been a difficult year for Mexico politically, and the market was susceptible to such a drop," said
Jaime Fernandez of the Invex brokerage company in an interview with El Financiero International
weekly business newspaper. Stock prices also fell sharply following Camacho's announcement,
and the national currency fell against the dollar on what traders described as nervousness and
uncertainty. "A lot of people are expecting negative effects from Camacho's resignation," one
foreign exchange trader said.
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